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My Redeemer Iive J ;h 
Text: John 20; 1-29 

Last year on one of the "utler radio stations,! heard one of the 
annoncors make the statement, "faster is fast Decoding another Christmas." " 7 e 
then \;ent on to extol the merits of the roduet he was selling and how : ; v. Id 
he much appreciated ond accepted by whoever it was given to . I shuddered to 
think that erhaos the statement he made is true, however I do not think that we 
have reached the point of comnercirlization rueh as.Christmas hce b a noun: ■. it 
seems as though Easter does not have the sentimental effect as that of Christmas.. 
We do have some commercial inn fcul J no g . i sec ^u Ginn^, «roii e ,with 

the children enjoying their visit from the Easter lunny. provided of course that 
their parents take the time and the effort to ±b±$ teach them what the true mean- 
ing of faster is. It should not evolve to the place where it is jii just another 
day of feasting and revelry., "or should it become a. day in which we can show off 
all of our ne T .-r finery. 3ach of these thin/re can have their place in our celebration 

iaster and rightly so. But if one or the other overshadows the real purpose 
then we could very easily have faster become another Christmas. 

In selecting our Scripture for this morning I read each of the 
Gospel accounts of the resurrection to see which I wanted to use. I chose John's 
Gospel because there was one sentence that Jesus spoke that made me stop and think* 
Hary Magdalene went to the tomo to visit Jesus. This is very similar to someone 
visiting a cemetary. It was the custom in I-'ifestine to visit the tomb of a loved one 
for three days after its burial. They believed that the spirit of the loved one 
hovered over the tomb for three days and only after that did it depart, for by 
then the body was decaying.. U on looking into the t >mb she saw that Jesus was not 
there.. Insteod she saw two bbkx angelss sitting there. She answered thei r quest- 
ion and turning around she saw Jesus but did not recognize Him. And TT is o-eotion 
to her was, "'/ho are you looking for. " We could each ask this question tod^y. 
-at we sho Id ttlso Lida -co it i/wo more questions;.. We should ask, "V/here are we 
looki ^," and wWhat are we looking for." 

To ■ ;h question o" w»< looking we mtisl look b cm: 



2. 
lives end- oar everday actives. Are we looking only at the vain things of this 
-, rid, have we set our sights upon the things beyond this life? fhls is a 

vj Important question fo to hfnl al ', Too often especially when vo s-re 

yotmgei we don't think much or even care about eternity. Because that is such a is 

L 5 v r 

wTTTia-f-ihr way off. We too often think ha1 since the Bible speaks of the life fms 

of man as being three score and ten that this 8 guarantee that we wiir 1 ail ", - ; v< 

this long.. But this is not co my friends and I don't think I need to point otrfc 

specific examples Of this. You all know of cases where people have died vesgs=gssnr!g 
ft£tetf/M 7 ■ 
a and so di I. Bat It I si ' J - * live that natters. It is what we do with 

' /£ 

our lives that s*e I it. 

Paul had thin problem witi : CUrch in Corinth. Ii : '. : ." ' 

chapter of 1st Corinthians we read Paul's famous chanter on immortality, -i- ad- 
monishes the Corinthians because of their lsck of belief, "hey liveelthe motto of 
eat, dri k and be merry. And Paul takes the opportunity to tell them of his ideas 
on the ressurrection of -Jesus, William Barclay -says on this subject,. nn ake away 

e thought of a life to come and this life losses its values. Take away the idea 
that this life is a discipline and a preparation for a greater life to come and 
the bonds of all honor anrt morality are loosened.." But we should live the best life 

we can.. Not because of a promised reward, but because our lives rhouls be dedicated 

doing r " u > J r V <*«r 

to doing good and. tataqe the best we can. Jesus showed us the way and we should 

follow. 

What are we looking for? Do we seek signs? Do we look for special 

revelations to lead us? Too often the answers are yes* A group out in California 

predicted that California was to slide into the sea and disappear on the 4th of 

April I believe.. But it didn't hapnen. People everywhere are looking for signs 

of things to be. People are consulting everything from tea leaves to attending 

spiritual seances to contact the future. Why all this concern for the future? 

The only answer possible fs a fear af wh b i ■ ■.''• . ^he reason for the fear is 

.e fact that the life involved has not been lived as it should. If we live our 

lives in the service of mankind.. That is, acting as the Lord wants us to, then 

we need have no fear of death or what is to effl#*T. Paul again made this clear when 

he srid that neither life nor death nor hell or anything else, shall separate us 



from the live of God, What are we looking for? ; .', r e should be looking to do the 
will of our Father and to live as He wants us to live. Then we can answer we are 
booking for the greeting at the end of life, "Well dine good and faithful servant, 
enter into the joy of your Lord." 

B *T Jesus asked the most important question of all, whei/;:e said, "W&o 
are you looking for?" iter He died, everyone thought that this was the end. They 
did not understand that Pie had said He would come back.. So thay grieved as anyone 
does at the loss of a lived one. But here He was in the risen body asking the 
obvious ouestion, "Who are you looking for. " 

Some people go through life never knowing the answer ftarate s 

a*e#*ian. While others show it almost all of their lives- The difference between 

them is what they put into life and what they take out, I heard of a rather 

wonderful thin?: on Friday on the radio* One of the disk jockeys was telling of a 

tour of the Holy land he had made four years ago. He said that he went to see a 

fairly famous woman who had written a book about wild flowers of the Holy land, 

1 several others articles.. She originally was born and lived in Chisago, hit her 

fatler had decided he wanted to live as close to Christ as he could get, so he 

moved the f to Jerusalem. So this girl ~rew uo there.. XfeExXaigxax" This 

/ 

announcer had a tape recording made with this woman and on it she told of an 
evening before Christmas eve. She was climbing a hill near Bethlehem, she and a 
growp of young neople were goin- to sing carols from atop the hill.. On the way 
Bhe met a man lending a donkey and on the donkey sat a woman- /mother very old 
lady walked beside them carrying a bundle of very dirty filthy rage. The man asked 
this woman v/here he could get hel/> for his wife- He said he had applied at the 
hospital and was refused, Ke said his wife had had a baby a few days before and 
was very ill. TJsfcfejmasBa , Bertha apsawae, examined the bundle of dirty rags and 
discovered that they covered a few days old baby^i Bertha took the family into 
tow and went to the hospital and had the wife admitted. The next day she saw 

neone standing at the gate at the end of her walk- It was a man and he called 
to her. She went out end here it was the husband to the woman who was ill. Be 
begged her and pleaded with her to take his child, that he held in his arms- 



4* 

He explained that his wi no home other than a 

cave where he and his mother lived. He told her that she could give his eon 
-*Miy benefits that he could not.. So after much pleading she took the boy. "he 
Baaed Ma "oel, because it was on Christmas eve that she got him. ','ith this one 
child as a start, she organized zxxx a childrens hospital and home* Wasct this 
story points out is the fact that for this woman, Christ was alive and livinr in 
her* She had no doubts as to His resurrection* She lived her life as a christian s 
should* She lived it as the Master wants us to. She didn't need an answer tO 
Jesus question of, "Who are you looking for?" She gave it in her deeds and her 
everyday life.. 

Many times we do not know what it is that we can't find, but we 
have the feeling that something isn't right* Something is missing. Have you ever 
had that feeling? Usually we will find that the thing that is missing has been 
with us all the tine. And that is Jesus in our hearts* Jesus in our lives TJ e 
lives in each of us, and He is waiting today to help us as we travel our some- 

'mes weary tiresome course through life.. Yet from Him we can gain the strength 
we need* 

The answers to where, what and who we are loo 'or* can be 

fonai in the hearts of each one of us. Our outlook on life, our feelings toward 
the rest of Cod's creation and how v. e look at oar purpos" in this life, a] 
to shape our individual Christianity. Bttt if we carry Jhrfst in ov.r hearts and 
love Him as our 'Jisen Lord . ; fear the p or th Putu •-. He will 

lead us and He will guide us. He overcame death itself and this is the joy and 
promise of Easter** nothing can separate us from the love of fjod through . T esus 
'Christ* This is the message for today and fo always. Let us pray. 
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